Vietnamese Declaration of Independence, 1945

"All men are created equal. They are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable
rights; among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness."

This immortal statement was made in the Declaration of Independence of the United
States of America in /776. In a broader sense, this means: All the peoples on the earth are
equal from birth, all the peoples have a right to live, to be happy and free.

The Declaration of the French Revolution made in /791 on the Rights of Man and the
Citizen also states: "All men are born free and with equal rights, and must always remain
free and have equal rights."

Those are undeniable truths.

Nevertheless, for more than eighty years, the French imperialists, abusing the standard of
Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity, have violated our Fatherland and oppressed our fellow-
citizens. They have acted contrary to the ideals of humanity and justice.

In the field of politics, they have deprived our people of every democratic liberty.

They have enforced inhuman laws; they have set up three distinct political regimes in the
North, the Center, and the South of Vietnam in order to wreck our national unity and

prevent our people from being united.

They have built more prisons than schools. They have mercilessly slain our patriots; they
have drowned our uprisings in rivers of blood.

They have fettered public opinion; they have practiced obscurantism against our people.
To weaken our race they have forced us to use opium and alcohol.

In the field of economics, they have fleeced us to the backbone, impoverished our people,
and devastated our land.

They have robbed us of our rice fields, our mines, our forests, and our raw materials.
They have monopolized the issuing of banknotes and the export trade.

They have invented numerous unjustifiable taxes and reduced our people, especially our
peasantry, to a state of extreme poverty.

They have hampered the prospering of our national bourgeoisie; they have mercilessly
exploited our workers.



In the autumn of 1940, when the Japanese Fascists violated Indochina's territory to
establish new bases in their fight against the Allies, the French imperialists went down on
their bended knees and handed over our country to them.

Thus, from that date, our people were subjected to the double yoke of the French and the
Japanese. Their sufferings and miseries increased. The result was that from the end of last
year to the beginning of this year, from Quang Tri province to the North of Vietnam,
more than two million of our fellow citizens died from starvation. On March 9, the
French troops were disarmed by the Japanese. The French colonialists either fled or
surrendered showing that not only were they incapable of "protecting" us, but that, in the
span of five years, they had twice sold our country to the Japanese.

On several occasions before March 9, the Vietminh League urged the French to ally
themselves with it against the Japanese. Instead of agreeing to this proposal, the French
colonialists so intensified their terrorist activities against the Vietminh members that
before fleeing they massacred a great number of our political prisoners detained at Yen
Bay and Caobang.

Notwithstanding all this, our fellow citizens have always manifested toward the French a
tolerant and humane attitude. Even after the Japanese putsch of March 1945, the
Vietminh League helped many Frenchmen to cross the frontier, rescued some of them
from Japanese jails, and protected French lives and property.

From the autumn of 1940, our country had in fact ceased to be a French colony and had
become a Japanese possession.

After the Japanese had surrendered to the Allies, our whole people rose to regain our
national sovereignty and to found the Democratic Republic of Vietnam.

The truth is that we have wrested our independence from the Japanese and not from the
French.

The French have fled, the Japanese have capitulated, Emperor Bao Dai has abdicated.
Our people have broken the chains which for nearly a century have fettered them and
have won independence for the Fatherland. Our people at the same time have overthrown
the monarchic regime that has reigned supreme for dozens of centuries. In its place has
been established the present Democratic Republic.

For these reasons, we, members of the Provisional Government, representing the whole
Vietnamese people, declare that from now on we break off all relations of a colonial
character with France; we repeal all the international obligation that France has so far
subscribed to on behalf of Vietnam and we abolish all the special rights the French have
unlawfully acquired in our Fatherland.

The whole Vietnamese people, animated by a common purpose, are determined to fight
to the bitter end against any attempt by the French colonialists to reconquer their country.



We are convinced that the Allied nations, which at Tehran and San Francisco have
acknowledged the principles of self-determination and equality of nations, will not refuse
to acknowledge the independence of Vietnam.

A people who have courageously opposed French domination for more than eight years, a
people who have fought side by side with the Allies against the Fascists during these last
years, such a people must be free and independent.

For these reasons, we, members of the Provisional Government of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam, solemnly declare to the world that Vietnam has the right to be a
free and independent country-and in fact is so already. The entire Vietnamese people are
determined to mobilize all their physical and mental strength, to sacrifice their lives and
property in order to safeguard their independence and liberty.

Ho Chi Minh, "Declaration of Independence of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, "
Selected Writings (Hanoi: Foreign Languages Publishing House, 1977), pp. 5356.

President Sukarno of Indonesia: Speech at the Opening of the Bandung Conference,
April 18 1955 (excerpts)

This twentieth century has been a period of terrific dynamism. Perhaps the last fifty
years have seen more developments and more material progress than the previous five
hundred years. Man has learned to control many of the scourges which once threatened
him. He has learned to consume distance. He has learned to project his voice and his
picture across oceans and continents. lie has probed deep into the secrets of nature and
learned how to make the desert bloom and the plants of the earth increase their bounty.
He has learned how to release the immense forces locked in the smallest particles of
matter.

But has man's political skill marched hand-in-hand with his technical and scientific
skill? Man can chain lightning to his command-can be control the society in which be
lives? The answer is No! The political skill of man has been far outstripped by technical
skill, and what lie has made he cannot be sure of controlling. The result of this is fear.
And man gasps for safety and morality. Perhaps now more than at any other moment in
the history of the world, society, government and statesmanship need to be based upon
the highest code of morality and ethics. And in political terms, what is the highest code of
morality? It is the subordination of everything to the well-being of mankind.

But today we are faced with a situation where the well-being of mankind is not always
the primary consideration. Many who are in places of high power think, rather, of
controlling the world. Yes, we are living in a world of fear. The life of man today is
corroded and made bitter by fear. Fear of the future, fear of the hydrogen bomb, fear of
ideologies.



Perhaps this fear is a greater danger than the danger itself, because it is fear which
drives mento act foolishly, to act thoughtlessly, to act dangerously. . .. All of us, [ am
certain, are united by more important things than those which superficially divide us. We
are united, for instance, by a common detestation of colonialism in whatever form it
appears. We are united by a common detestation of racialism. And we are united by a
common determination to preserve and stabilise peace in the world. . . .

We are often told "Colonialism is dead." Let us not be deceived or even soothed by
that. 1 say to you, colonialism is not yet dead. How can we say it is dead, so long as vast
areas of Asia and Africa are unfree.

And, I beg of you do not think of colonialism only in the classic form which we of
Indonesia, and our brothers in different parts of Asia and Africa, knew. Colonialism has
also its modern dress, in the form of economic control, intellectual control, actual
physical control by a small but alien community within a nation. It is a skillful and
determined enemy, and it appears in many guises. It does not give up its loot easily.
Wherever, whenever and however it appears, colonialism is an evil thing, and one which
must be eradicated from the earth. . . .

Not so very long ago we argued that peace was necessary for us because an outbreak of
fighting in our part of the world would imperil our precious independence, so recently
won at such great cost. Today, the picture is more black. War would riot only mean a
threat to our independence, it may mean the end of civilisation and even of human life.
There is a force loose in the world whose potentiality for evil no man truly knows. Even
in practice and rehearsal for war the effects may well be building up into something of
unknown horror.

Not so long ago it was possible to take some little comfort from the idea that the clash,
if it came, could perhaps be settled by what were called "conventional weapons "-bombs,
tanks, cannon and men. Today that little grain of comfort is denied us for it has been
made clear that the weapons of ultimate horror will certainly be used, and the military
planning of nations is on that basis. The unconventional has become the conventional,
and who knows what other examples of misguided and diabolical scientific skill have
been discovered as a plague on humanity.

And do not think that the oceans and the seas will protect us. The food that we cat, the
water that we drink, yes, even the very air that we breathe can be contaminated by
poisons originating from thousands of miles away. And it could be that, even if we
ourselves escaped lightly, the unborn generations of our children would bear on their
distorted bodies the marks of our failure to control the forces which have been released
on the world. No task is more urgent than that of preserving peace. Without peace our
independence means little. The rehabilitation and upbuilding of our countries will have
little meaning. Our revolutions will not be allowed to run their course. . . .

What can we do? We can do much! We can inject the voice of reason into world
affairs. We can mobilise all the spiritual, all the moral, all the political strength of Asia



and Africa on the side of peace. Yes, we! We, the peoples of Asia and Africa,
1,400,000,000 strong, far more than half the human population of the world, we can
mobilise what I have called the Moral Violence of Nations in favour of peace. We can
demonstrate to the minority of the world which lives on the other continents that we, the
majority are for peace, not for war, and that whatever strength we have will always be
thrown on to the side of peace.

In this struggle, some success has already been scored. I think it is generally
recognised that the activity of the Prime Ministers of the Sponsoring Countries which
invited you here had a not unimportant role to play in ending the fighting in Indo-China.
Look, the peoples of Asia raised their voices, and the world listened. It was no small
victory and no negligible precedent! The five Prime Ministers did not make threats. They
issued no ultimatum, they mobilised no troops. Instead they consulted together, discussed
the issues, pooled their ideas, added together their individual political skills and came
forward with sound and reasoned suggestions which formed the basis for a settlement of
the long struggle in Indo-China.

I have often since then asked myself why these five were successful when others, with
long records of diplomacy, were unsuccessful, and, in fact, had allowed a bad situation to
get worse, so that there was a danger of the conflict spreading. . . .

I think that the answer really lies in the fact that those five Prime Ministers brought a
fresh approach to bear on the problem. They were not seeking advantage for their own
countries. They had no axe of power-politics to grind. They had but one interest-how to
end the fighting in such a way that the chances of continuing peace and stability were
enhanced. . . .

So, let this Asian-African Conference be a great success! Make the "Live and let live"
principle and the "Unity in Diversity" motto the unifying force which brings us all
together-to seek in friendly, uninhibited discussion, ways and means by which each of us
can live his own life, and let others live their own lives, in their own way, in harmony,
and in peace.

If we succeed in doing so, the effect of it for the freedom, independence and the
welfare of man will be great on the world at large. The Light of Understanding has again
been lit, the Pillar of Cooperation again erected. The likelihood of success of this
Conference is proved already by the very presence of you all here today. It is for us to
give it strength, to give it the power of inspiration-to spread its message all over the
World.

Source: from Africa-Asia Speaks from Bandong, (DjakartalL Indonesian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, 1955), 19-29. The full text is available at CVCE.
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